
„Every effort made to reduce the damage  
to man and environment caused by leather production  
deserves respect.

For us, this is not enough!“
Dr. Heinz-Peter Germann | Stefan Banaszak | Thomas Lamparter
wet-green GmbH, Reutlingen



Leather
is 
nice
and
good.

Olivenleder®  
is 
beautiful* 
and and  
good for man and the environment.

*Beauty also results from inner values.

We have got the solution! A vegetable tanning agent,  
completely free from harmful substances, for producing  
beautiful, healthy leather.
Any kind of leather. Proven for years. In any colour.  
Completely biodegradable. Rather very good.



Olivenleder®  
means luxury
We believe that true luxury unfolds when superior craftsmanship  
meets responsibility. Our patented procedure has the potential  
to lead global leather production to a responsible future which  
is sustainable and healthy for man and the environment.  
This is exactly what we aim for.
The award of the Cradle to Cradle CertifiedTM “Gold” certificate  
shows that we are on the right track: The tanning agent – an  
extract from olive tree leaves – even reached the top standard  
“Platinum” in the category “Material Health”. To date, this  
accolade has been granted to only around 25 products throughout  
the world!
 



Olivenleder®  
is beautiful 
To avoid misunderstandings: We never aimed to make better leather.  
Leather from conventional production is nice and good.  
The unrivalled beauty of Olivenleder, however, results from the fact  
that it is not inferior to traditional leather despite being produced  
with the help of a tanning agent

1.	 which already exists as a by-product of Mediterranean olive harvest,
2. 	whose production reduces the emission of carbon dioxide  
	 as the leaves are no longer burned,
3. 	which poses no health hazard whatsoever,
4. 	which even was awarded the Dermatest seal “very good”,
5. 	which could be sampled without any harm,
6. 	which can be produced in almost any amount,
7. 	whose production does not harm anyone,
8. 	which requires neither agricultural land nor food!

Thus the focus is not on any particular property of the  
finished leather but on the special feeling of treating oneself  
to environmentally conscious behaviour!



A certain inclination for luxury goods often results from  
taste and the ability to enjoy true quality. When superior  
craftsmanship meets global ethical responsibility, this leads  
to the creation of products which by all means can be  
described as “irresistible”.
Such products are not at odds with the ideal of a better world  
with greater social justice. Quite on the contrary, they often  
promote this development. It is the luxury of a new quality,  
of a new way of thinking.
The aim is not “less harmful”, but good for the environment,  
biodegradable, free from pollutants. That’s Olivenleder®!  
That’s Luxtainability®!

The luxury  
of sustainability
 



The facts  
of sustainability

Ecological sustainability
The ingredients for a sustainable product should not  
only be harmless to the environment during production  
but ideally have a positive effect.  
Our olive leaf extract is exclusively made from leaves of the  
olive tree. At present, these leaves are often burned!

Economic sustainability
When producing from renewable raw materials,  
the good intentions often have a reverse effect as damage  
is caused elsewhere. For example, agricultural land may  
no longer be available for growing food. 
The olive tree leaves used for our tanning agent accrue  
anyway during pruning and harvesting!

Social sustainability
Whether it is appropriate that people have to labour  
under ignoble conditions when making a product is a  
question everyone needs to answer for themselves. 
In some Mediterranean regions, the production of our tanning  
agent was able to create new sources of income for farmers.  
We make sure that they are paid fairly – for us, this is an aspect  
of social sustainability.

Sustainability. There are many who are tired of this expression.  
The word is seriously overused. But we are utterly convinced  
that the idea behind it still remains the key to a world worth living —  
today and even more so in the future. 
Sustainability in the sense of a host of development targets  
has a wide variety of facets. Ecological, economic and social  
aspects demand solutions.



The tanning agent

The tanning agent developed and patented by us is a  
vegetable concentrate based on an aqueous olive leaf  
extract. The same tanning active ingredients can be found  
in natural cosmetics as well as in extra vergine olive oil.

The tanning agent is neither corrosive nor subject to the  
hazardous goods regulations which entails additional  
clear advantages for logistics. Furthermore, the plant extract  
is free from metals and any chemically synthetic reactive  
tanning agents.

With regard to environmental and health aspects the product is  
completely harmless over the entire value added chain. Our  
tanning procedure is ideally suited to match the tanning agent!  
It not only ensures maximum sustainability and consideration  
of all ecological aspects but also allows reduction of acids,  
salts, syntans and dyestuffs as compared to traditional  
tanning methods.

In addition, waste from leather production such as leather  
shavings can be returned to the value added chain.  
What is more, an entire step of the tanning process, the traditional  
“pickling”, is no longer required. The wet-green® tanning of the  
pelts can start immediately after bating.



Conventional tanning agents  
often pose considerable  
potential risks to man and  
the environment. 
Olive leaf extract (OBE)  
is good for the environment  
and free from any risks for  
man.
The olive leaf extract used for tanning Olivenleder®  
is a pleasantly fragrant, purely vegetable based  
syrup made from the leaves of Mediterranean  
olive trees.

Conventional tanning agents  
irritate the skin and  
may cause allergies.
Olive leaf extract has been rated  
“very good” by the Dermatest  
seal of approval. 
Many a skin cream would be proud  
to achieve this.



Conventional tanning agents  
must be used with  
utmost care to protect  
both tannery workers and  
the environment. 
Olive leaf extract meets  
the top standard “Platinum” in the  
category “Material Health”.
	 As of 2017, this accolade was granted to  
	 only around 25 products throughout the world!

Conventional tanning agents  
are and will remain pollutants.    
Olive leaf extract has even been  
awarded the Cradle to Cradle  
certificate in “Gold” for the  
sustainability of the material flow.   

The production of olive leaf extract  
helps to prevent many tons of carbon dioxide  
emissions as the leaves are no longer burned  
but collected. Thus additional value is created  
at the place of origin. 
The currently available amount of leaves would  
enable the production of more than 700 million  
square metres of leather, that is around 40 percent  
of the global demand for leather.  



Kreislauf verwendet werden. Für den biologischen 
Kreislauf sind sie jedoch nicht geeignet.

Um ein öko-effektives Leder nach Cradle to Cradle® 
Prinzipien herzustellen, muss das Produkt im 
optimierten Zustand grundsätzlich frei von toxischen 
Substanzen sein und in den biologischen Kreislauf 
zurückgeführt werden können. Die Betrachtung 
der Inhaltsstoffe spielt darüber hinaus auch bei der 
Bewertung der Gerbprozesse eine wichtige Rolle, 
da gefährliche Lederchemikalien für die Arbeiter in 
der Gerberei ein großes Gesundheitsrisiko darstellen 
können.

Für die Bewertung der Ledergerbverfahren wurden 
daher die dargestellten Bewertungskriterien 
verwendet, die auch die bereits genannten Cradle to 
Cradle Certified™ Bewertungskriterien abdecken.

Die sozialen Aspekte, die bei einer Betrachtung der 
Ledergerbverfahren ebenfalls berücksichtigt werden 
müssen, wurden separat bewertet. Aus Sicht des Cradle 
to Cradle® Designkonzeptes muss für eine soziale 
Fairness gewährleistet werden, dass Fortschritte hin zu 
einer nachhaltigen Geschäftstätigkeit erzielt werden, 
die alle Beteiligten entlang einer Wertschöpfungskette 
schützt.

Die in der Tabelle beschriebenen Bewertungskriterien 
aus Cradle to Cradle® Sicht wurden in ein halb-
quantitatives Bewertungssystem übertragen, welches 
einer vierstufigen Skala, aufsteigend von - / 0 / + / ++, 
folgt.  
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bewertung der Ledergerbung 
nach Cradle to Cradle®

Der Cradle to Cradle Certified™ Produktstandard sieht 
vor, dass Produktmaterialien und Verarbeitungs-
prozesse in fünf Kategorien bewertet werden: 
Materialgesundheit, Wiederverwertung, Erneuerbare 
Energien, verantwortungsvoller Umgang mit Wasser 
und soziale Gerechtigkeit.

Da es sich beim Ausgangsmaterial für Leder (Tierhaut) 
um ein natürliches Produkt handelt, bietet sich für 
die Ledergerbung insbesondere eine Betrachtung im 
Hinblick auf die Eignung für den biologischen Kreislauf 
an. Beim Cradle to Cradle® Designkonzept gelten 
Materialien als sicher für den biologischen Kreislauf, die 
vollständig biologisch abbaubar sind, oder Hilfsstoffe, 
die sich im biologischen Umfeld unproblematisch 
verhalten.

Für Mensch und Umwelt dürfen dabei keine negativen 
Auswirkungen entstehen. Toxische Eigenschaften sind 
jedoch nur relevant, wenn ein Stoff auch in Kontakt mit 
dem Menschen kommt (bei Herstellung, Nutzung und 
Nachnutzung). Umwelttoxische Stoffe könnten, wenn 
sie nicht in die Umwelt gelangen, im technischen 

Kriterien für die Bewertung der Gerbverfahren  
Gefährlichkeitsmerkmale der eingesetzten 
Inhaltsstoffe 

- Betrachtung der eingesetzten Materialien/Chemikalien  
- Bewertung von problematischen Chemikalien 

Materialgesundheit im Gerbprozess und in 
der Anwendung 

- Bewertung des Anwendungsszenarios und der damit verbundenen Gefahr für 
Umwelt und Mensch 

- Bewertung der im Endprodukt enthaltenen Chemikalien 
- Freisetzung problematischer Stoffe (Risikobewertung) 

Gerbprozess (Energie und Wasser) - Wassermanagement (Abwasser, Schlamm, etc.) 
- Energiemanagement 
- Verwendete Menge an Rohstoffen (und deren Produktion) 

Kreislauffähigkeit - Kreislauffähigkeit nach dem Gebrauch des Leders  (sowie von 
Produktionsresten) 

- Bestehende & mögliche Rückführungsmöglichkeiten des Produktes bzw. 
Verhalten im biologischen Umfeld 

Material Health Material Reutilization Renewable Energy

Water Stewardship Social Fairness

	 The EPEA study 	on 	the  
	 circularity of different  
tanning methods awards   
top grades to the wet-green® OBE  
tanning agent!



wet-green GmbH 
Erwin-Seiz-Straße 7 
72764 Reutlingen 
Germany 
contact@wet-green.com 
www.wet-green.com

telephone:	 +49 7121 1623-0 
fax:	 +49 7121 1623-11

 


